
Zoning workflow: rezonings, special permits and appeals
Hamilton County Planning Department  ·  Zoning Regulations (updated 10/26/26)  ·  Application and hearing calendar 2026–2027

Pre-application
meeting (optional)

Submit on
OpenGov

Rezoning and special
permit applications

Rezoning or County Commission special permit  ·  PUD, towers, day care, B&B, cemeteries, etc. (Art. VI §400)

Submittal due
3rd Monday, noon ET

Pay by 4 PM ET
Late = next month

Public notice
Sign up 15+ days

before PC meeting
Abutters mailed, then

newspaper notice,
both 15+ days

before PC

PC hearing
2nd Monday, 1:00 PM

1250 Market St, Rm 1A
Recommends to

County Commission

Public notice
Newspaper notice
30+ days before

the public hearing

County Zoning
Meeting
5:00 PM

625 Georgia Ave
Dates on calendar

County
Commission
Public hearing

and vote, 5:00 PM
625 Georgia Ave

If denied: no refiling of the same change for 12 months after County Commission denial or 15 months after PC action, whichever is later.
County Commission changes go back to PC for report  ·  Sign stays up until final action; applicant removes it afterward.

Planning Commission special permit  ·  Single-wide homes, tent campgrounds, M-1 uses, etc. (Art. VI §300)

Submittal due
3rd Monday, noon ET

Pay by 4 PM ET
Late = next month

Public notice
Sign up 15+ days before PC

Abutters mailed, then
newspaper notice: both

15+ days before PC

PC hearing
2nd Monday, 1:00 PM

1250 Market St, Rm 1A
Public hearing

PC decides the permit

Appeal window
Varies by permit:

7 days: single-wide homes
10 days: M-1 uses

Outcome
No appeal: permit stands
Appeal: heard by County

Commission at 2nd regular
meeting after PC decision;

30-day notice required

PC decides these permits; appeals go to County Commission.
Single-wide homes: no building permit until the appeal period closes.

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)  ·  Variances, high-rise, duplex, temporary permits, appeals, etc. (Art. VII)

Call Building
Inspections

To file an application
423-209-7860

Not on zoning calendar

Groundwater letter
Septic sites only:

Groundwater Protection
letter before filing

Public notice
Newspaper + mail

7+ days before hearing
Owners within 100 yards

BZA hearing
Dates set by the Board

3 votes to grant
4/5 to reverse the

Building Commissioner

Decision
Permit issued if granted

Court petition within
30 days of decision

Granted only after a public hearing finding no harm to light and air, fire hazard, property values, traffic or public welfare (Art. VII §300(A)).
Appeal a Building Commissioner decision within 30 days  ·  Groundwater letter not needed if the septic system is unaffected or the plat is in subdivision review.

Zoning application and hearing calendar

Submission deadline
3rd Monday, noon ET

Planning Commission
1:00 PM, 1250 Market St

County Zoning Meeting
5:00 PM, 625 Georgia Ave

County Commission
5:00 PM, 625 Georgia Ave

July 20, 2026 Sept 14, 2026 Oct 7, 2026 Oct 28, 2026

Aug 17, 2026 Oct 12, 2026 Nov 4, 2026 Nov 18, 2026

Sept 21, 2026 Nov 9, 2026 Dec 2, 2026 Dec 16, 2026

Oct 19, 2026 Dec 14, 2026 Jan 6, 2027 Jan 20, 2027

Nov 16, 2026 Jan 11, 2027 Feb 3, 2027 Feb 17, 2027

Dec 21, 2026 Feb 8, 2027 Mar 3, 2027 Mar 17, 2027

Deadline rules
Application and all supporting documents due by noon ET;
payment due by 4:00 PM ET. If either is late, it moves to

the next month's cycle, no exceptions.
Withdrawals must be requested within 25 days of the

application deadline.
Staff report is based on materials submitted within 25 days

of the deadline and is not altered after it is generated.

Planning Commission: 1250 Market Street, Room 1A  ·  County Zoning Meeting and County Commission: 625 Georgia Avenue, 4th floor, Room 402  ·  Chattanooga, TN 37402

Applicant submits County review or hearing Decision Notice, requirement or rule Blue border: may or may not be a final decision

Sources: Hamilton County Zoning Regulations (typo corrections 10/26/26), Art. VI, VII and VIII; Zoning Application Deadlines and Meeting Dates 2026–2027.


